48	How to know the Indian Waders-
With us this species is a resident, though migratory in
some instances. It is less fond of society than the smaller
sizes of Egret, but will condescend to associate with these
in the social gatherings so much affected by Herons at the
breeding season. This is during the rains, whenever these
may happen to fall. The eggs are blue-green, and general-
ly three in number.
On account of its great size, which would render it more
secure against the attacks of vermin, this Heron would
be a particularly good species to keep alive in enclosures
for the supply of plumes. It does well in captivity, one
having lived for over twenty years in the Calcutta Zoolo-
gical Garden, during which time he must have grown and
dropped many pounds' worth of plumes. He was not
a bird of the most genial disposition ; indeed, I used to
call him " Hannibal Chollop," because, like that cele-
brity's, his motto seemed to be " The feet in a circular
direction is all I require/'
The Middle Egret.
Herodias intermedia.—blanford, Faun. Brit
Ind. Birds, Vol. IV, p. 386.
vernacular names —Patangka or Patokha-bogla,
Karchia-bogla, Hind.; puruwallai-koku, Tamil'
of Ceylon.
This size of Egret corresponds, when in winter plumage,
\7ery closely with the last, but has a proportionately shorter
bill, and is smaller, though not very much less than
small specimens of the Large Egret, the total length
being twenty-six inches, and the wing a foot. The shank,
however, is less than five inches long, and the bill under
four. In complexion, and in the change thereof in the
breeding season, it resembles the Large Egret, but it
carries a more costly wedding-robe, having « osprey ' *
plumes not only on the back, but on the breast also. The

